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1991, | WAS COMMISSIONED TO DIGITIZE

a face called “China” for CH'NE

I N a client. It was a wide, AdaBCD

geometric sans serif with a futuristic, EafFEGH
high-tech feel, originally designed LJIKL_LM
for VGC by M. Mitchell and released MNOPP
in 1975. Probably the most famous B\HIVH\I\%I;
use of China (with a modified “A” and yY4J=212=
“R”) is for the title logo of the Termi- H4S56&778
nator movie series. It was an inter- SD_.-'!:;S
esting typeface, but had a limited character set (caps
and a few alternates) and only one weight. | also felt
that it had some design problems in the proportions
of certain letters.

| included my digitization of VGC China in my
online portfolio in 2000 and was surprised by the in-
terest it generated. At the time, there was only one
commercially available digitization. But, it was poorly
done and even included some “ringer” characters,
which indicated the source was a pirated film font,
not the original VGC version.

In 2003, | released my own interpretation, which
| called Changeling. | redesigned many of the char-
acters for more even type color. | also added lower-
case-style variants to nearly all the uppercase forms,
for endless “unicase” combinations, alternate for-
ward- and back-slanting characters for A, M, V, and
W, and a more complete character set. | spaced it to
emulate the “tight, but not touching” style of spac-
ing popular in the '70s. Finally, | created four new
styles—Light, Regular, Stencil, and Inline.

Changeling Neo (2008) builds on this with even
more alternate characters (including a few from VGC
China | had previously left out), extensive language
support, and lots of improvements in fit and finish.
Changeling Neo is available exclusively in the Open-
Type format. Alternate characters are accessed us-
ing OpenType Stylistic Alternates and Stylistic Sets
features. Standard characters that were “hijacked” in
Changeling (to make room for alternate characters)
have been reinstated. Changeling Neo also includes
support for fractions, superscript and subscript, as
well as tabular figures. —MARK SIMONSON
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LANGUAGES SUPPORTED

English, French, Spanish, Portuguese,
Basque, German, Swedish, Norwe-
gian, Danish, Finnish, Icelandic,
Czech, Polish, Hungarian, Croatian,
Esperanto, Maltese, Turkish,
Romanian, and Albanian.

OPENTYPE FEATURES SUPPORTED

Standard Ligatures, Stylistic
Alternates, Stylistic Sets (14),
Class-Based Kerning, Proportional
Lining Figures, Tabular Lining Figures,
Fractions, Superscript, Subscript and
Scientific Inferior.
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ChaNgeliNg Neo lightz
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ChaNgeliNg Neo lightz

THE COMPLETE CHARACTER SET

LATIN CAPITALS
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LATIN LOWERCASE
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CYRILLIC CAPITALS

AANEBIA A NEE SK K SUVNK K AANMANNNHOMPP
CTY XX AHH U BbIBE3IOAA BESIU/BHERKK Y L

CYRILLIC LOWERCASE

20BrA A N EESK K SNIKK AANNMAUVNNHOMNDCT
VN OO X UHH LU BBIB3IH0AA T eEsil)l/BHsNnKIK /L

PROPORTIONAL AND TABULAR FIGURES, FRACTIONS, SUPERSCRIPT

N2=345678350 1 23456830

Vo Vg 3z /12345678304 234557890 12545578991234557999

CURRENCY AND FIGURE-RELATED CHARACTERS

SEEFENXTIHY Y " 80™
+—X+=NE OO IAVOVLIDS MR

PUNCTUATION AND MISCELLANEOUS CHARACTERS
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chaNngeaeling Neo regular
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chaNngeaeling Neo regular

THE COMPLETE CHARACTER SET

LATIN CAPITALS
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LATIN LOWERCASE

abcdeFFghiljkiilim
nopgrrstEuvEr NIWINA A NINDXKKU Y N2

7 AN N an NV 7 N ZaN i W

7 ~ N an N

7z ~ ~n o

-------------------

CYRILLIC CAPITALS

AANEBrA AN EESK SK SNNKKAANMAINNHOMNPP
CTYDEXXUHH WL BbIb3I0AA B ESii/bHsRKK YL

CYRILLIC LOWERCASE

abBra AN Eee>SKSK SNNKKAANNMAVINNHONPCT
VI \NOX X UHHWIUW I BbIb3IOAA Hresilj/srshnkky/u

PROPORTIONAL AND TABULAR FIGURES, FRACTIONS, SUPERSCRIPT

123456778390 12345677830

Ve g Bq / 1234567890/ azqs55>890 12545578901254557890

CURRENCY AND FIGURE-RELATED CHARACTERS

SCEFENXH#%%0 °0E™
+—X+=RE O AVOVIOSTIMNIRA

PUNCTUATION AND MISCELLANEOUS CHARACTERS
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chaNngeling Neo boud
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chanNngeling Neo sold

THE COMPLETE CHARACTER SET

LATIN CAPITALS

ABCDEFGSHIJKKLMAINN
NDPPQQQHSTUVV\IWW\N)(XY‘:IZ

llllll o — - - - A 1~ - -~ A 1 o~
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- LL] ~ 7 Em_ A v Pl L]
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LATIN LOWERCASE

abcdeFFghiiiki<ilm
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CYRILLIC CAPITALS

AR SBrA AN EESKOKSNNKKAANANMAMNHOMNPP
CTY XK UHHWIWL bbIbSIOAA P ESiiJ/aHsFKK YU

CYRILLIC LOWERCASE

abera 4 p eeSKoOKSNMKKAANNMAMNHONPCET
VIO KUHHWIUW B bIL3I0AA Tresiij/sHshKiKyy

PROPORTIONAL AND TABULAR FIGURES, FRACTIONS, SUPERSCRIPT

MI2B45677890 1234567890

Ve V4 B4 / 1234567830 joaqss>s00 o o0 oo0 Immaseoen0

CURRENCY AND FIGURE-RELATED CHARACTERS

SCEFEYE#%%0 OE™
+=X+=FE+ OO A~ OVHIOSMSRO

PUNCTUATION AND MISCELLANEOUS CHARACTERS

(I( 5 rmies mown oasnSd——_o Nl
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chanNngeling Neo sEencil
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SCSI TERMINMNKTTOR THREE

—hermonuciear energs Prink
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chanNngeling Neo sEencil

THE COMPLETE CHARACTER SET

LATIN CAPITALS

ABCDRDEFGIIHIJKKLMAINN
NDF’F’QQI:IFIS_UVI/\IWW\N)(XYHZ

llllll o — - - - A 1~ - -~ A 1 o~
llllllllllllllllll
IIIIIIIIIII
VVVVV
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- LL] ~ 7 Em_ A A4 Pl L]

WWWW\N\N\N\I\IYYY_I_I_IZZZI-:IDB
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I'Il:lpql"l"SLLlVI/\IWW\N)()( WV VN

Z N A R N PAAS A EE W
# N A o~

- \ A EE_ =

I ll A V4 [ 1] ~ - _um ~ # uE__ A 4 - L]

CYRILLIC CAPITALS

AANGBRA AN EESIKOKBNNKKANNMA A AMNIHOMNPP
CT YO U LU s DI0AR Tl ESIiNsHSTRKK Y L)

CYRILLIC LOWERCASE

abEra AN EESKOKSBNIKKANNMA AMNNNIHONPCT
VI N>KUS- I s I DI0AA T ESiijnsHsNKIKCY/ U

PROPORTIONAL AND TABULAR FIGURES, FRACTIONS, SUPERSCRIPT

MNI2BISE77890 1L.23<IS567890

= - — 4
Ve V4 B4 / 123456789 fogase>s90 '5578901254557590

SCEFCYE#%%0 OE™
+=X+=FE OO A~ OVHIOSMSRA

PUNCTUATION AND MISCELLANEOUS CHARACTERS

(I( .5 1mies mown oS d——_o Nl
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chavgalivg veao imlime
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S2aRTIH CREaTURES

SCSI| TERMINARNTIOR THREE

Thermonuclear enarsy orimik
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chavgalivg Neo iNliNe

THE COMPLETE CHARACTER SET

LATIN CAPITALS

ABCDEFGEHIJKIKLEM AN\
NePPAtIRRS TUVINWWVTNIXXYSE2

A= L= A2 Ao CECCCODEEEEEEENGGCEEISS
=i < e LLL LNNNNOOOOZ000ga=
BERRERSSsSSS T F UUUUOUIUCICNUWIWWWY
W W IW A NNNNNNNN Y Y Y S Y 222abe

abcdesEgniljkd<ilm
REPgPSEUNVIY NWINA NSOy N2

e AN n [RRAYA 7 N n [N -

7 N ZAN [RRAYA

..................

CYRILLIC CAPITALS

AANSBRA, A D EESKSKSNNIKIK AANMAANN HOAPR
ETYea<kKUHHUWIULTSsIsSIoaR T EsSiiuisHsTmIKIKY L

CYRILLIC LOWERCASE

absra a4 b E2ESKSKSNNKIKAANMAANNHONDPET
VI NEDX K UHSIWIULTssIsDOEE T ESijisHsnIKIy/LY

PROPORTIONAL AND TABULAR FIGURES, FRACTIONS, SUPERSCRIPT

I=2B4ESEZE80 1L 23456272880

Esass>s90
Vo V4 B4 / 1234567890 4agqss7890 = o7 9@3@5579

CURRENCY AND FIGURE-RELATED CHARACTERS

SEEEEN T H% %0 ODE™
F=HFEAEECOOT A~ OVILIOSMRA

PUNCTUATION AND MISCELLANEOUS CHARACTERS
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changeling Neo usage examples

Ehe lathe oF heaven
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